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District Update


● Atlantic County approved Absecon’s 2023-24 budget!
○ Special ‘Thank You’ to Ms. Gallagher and Ms. Maruca for 


all of their hard work.







District Update


● Attales Staff beat Students at Basketball Fundraiser for 8th Grade events
○ Friday, March 10
○ Final Score 49-37
○ $1,079 raised for 8th Grade Subcommittee







District Update


● Dress Down March Fundraiser for Staff
○ Raised $1,640 for the PTO 8th Grade Subcommittee, 


which is planning the end-of-year event for the 8th Grade 
class







District Update


● Choir Concert March 2
○ Led by Mrs. Valerie Adams, Marsh music teacher







District Update


● Jadyn Clinkscale recognized at NJBSA 8th Grade Dialogue meeting March 8







District Update


● SEL Day staff development and student activities
○ March 10 - Staff Development Day with guided nature 


walks, yoga, tai chi, robotic exploration and mindfulness 
through art activities


■ PTO and AEA for donated healthy snacks
○ SEL Fair for Marsh and Attales students held the 


following week to engage the students' mind and body 
from problem-solving brain teasers to yoga







District Update


● World Down Syndrome Day March 21
○ Crazy Sock/Blue and Yellow Day
○ Attales student, 6th-Grader Rose Marczyk, has 


been selling the socks as a fundraiser for South 
Jersey Field of Dreams, in honor of her sister, 
Faith, who has Down Syndrome







District Update


● Autism Acceptance Week March 27-April 2
○ Variety of activities and theme days planned, as 


well as an Acceptance Fair on Thursday, March 
30 during school







Marsh Update


● Read Across America 
○ Guest Readers in STAR Reading w/Mrs. Cialini
○ Buddy Reading in K-4
○ Spirit (Dress-Up) Days
○ Mr. Broomhead’s high-ability ELA students read to K-4
○ Braille reading with 4th Grade







Marsh Update


● Reading Rocks Magic Show March 23
○ PreK and Kindergarten students assembly
○ Joe Holiday's Reading Rocks Magic Show







Marsh Update


● Illusion Maker Environmental Quiz Show with David James March 16
○ Students in grades K-5 
○ Students learned about the Three Rs, other environmental tidbits, and why it's important to care for 


our planet
○ Funded by the a grant from the city of Absecon







Attales Update


● Women’s History Month at Attales
○ Quotes from famous women, as selected by our Student 


Summit members, are read each day of the month during 
the morning announcements


○ Shared on social media







Attales Update


● Attales Middle School National Junior 
Honor Society Food Drive
○ 945 items collected during their 


February 2023 Food Drive at both 
schools as a doughnut party contest


○ All items collected were donated to 
Beacon Hope Chest


○ Winners were Mrs. Maletta’s class at 
Marsh with 106 items and Mrs. 
Stanton’s class at Attales with 143 
items



https://www.instagram.com/BeaconEFC/?hl=en





Special Services/Curriculum Update


★ Comprehensive Equity Plan 2023 
Statement of Assurance 
★ Comprehensive Equity Plan is designed to outline 


district compliance with all state and federal laws and 
regulations related to equity and equality


★ NJDOE extends the implementation of the 2019-2020 
Comprehensive Equity Plan through 2023-2024


★ Statement of Assurance extends this option to all 
school districts in New Jersey 


★ District will update plan for the 2024-2025 school 
year







Special Services/Curriculum Update


★ Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and 
Continuity of Service Plan March 2023 Update
★ Outline plan of how we maintain health and safety


○ Universal wearing of masks, physical distancing, 
handwashing, cleaning and maintaining healthy 
facilities, contact tracing, diagnostic screening, 
accommodations for students with disabilities


★ Ensure Continuity of Services
○ Services to address students’ academic needs and 


students’ and staff’s social, emotional, mental health, 
and other needs, which may include student health and 
food services







Special Services/Curriculum Update


★ QSAC Equivalency Waiver Application 
○ Utilizes 2021-2022 local assessment data to measure student growth rather 


than the 2018-2019 data that is represented in QSAC
■ Up to date data is a better reflection on our current student growth rates 
■ Assessments: The primary benchmark assessments include Fountas and 


Pinnell Benchmark System and iReady Math Diagnostic.  Within those 
years, we also participated in LinkIt assessments for mathematics as we 
transitioned from pilot math programs to ultimately selecting 
ReadyMath in September of 2021.  Within our classrooms and through 
intervention services, we assess our students with a variety of measures 
that include iReady, IXL, Fountas and Pinnell running records, Phonics 
First small group diagnostic, Heggerty Phonemic Awareness assessment, 
SPIRE, Leveled Literacy Intervention progress monitoring, Syllable 
Division, and Unique Learning System.


○ Will place us into the passing range of Instruction and Programming and 
negate the need for yearly monitoring 







Demographics


*In 2015 there were 78 Special Education students out of 862 students, in 2022 there were 137 Special 
Education students out of 938 students.  Special Education percentage should be decreasing due to the 
increase of general education preschool students; prior we only took preschool disabled.
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Preschool Update


Upcoming Events:
● Celebrating the Week of the Young Child


○ Week of April 3rd
● End-0f-Study Celebrations:


○ Pet Study: Pods 1 and 3
○ Ball Study: Pod 2


● Preschool Parent Workshop: Screen Time
○ April 6th


● Early Childhood Advisory Council
○ April 18th


● Happy Trails Pony Rides & Petting Zoo visits Absecon Schools
○ April 28th







Facilities Update


★ Changed all filters and cleaned mechanics of 
HVAC devices


★ “Zen-sory” Garden







THANK YOU!






