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N.J.A.C. 6A:8-4.3(a): 
Chief school administrators shall 

report preliminary and final results of 
annual assessments to district boards 
of education within 60 days of receipt 
of information from the Department.



Local Assessments
● Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark
● Writer’s Workshop Benchmark
● IXL Diagnostic 

○ ELA (K-8)
○ Math (5-8)

● iReady Math Diagnostic



Dynamic Learning Maps
● DLM - Alternative Assessment to NJSLA
● DLM was administered in May 2023
● Fewer than 10 students participated in the 

assessment, and therefore do not meet the 
reporting minimum requirements



SPRING 2023 
ACCESS FOR ELLs 

ASSESSMENT RESULTS

Jessica Newkirk 
Josh Alabarda
District ELL Teachers



Language Number of Speakers in 
Program

Spanish 58

Urdu 4

Bengali 2

Arabic 1

Vietnamese 2

Haitian 1

Greek 1

Quiche 1

Polish 1

Gujarati 2

Mandarin 2

Tagalog 1

2022-2023 school year:

● 76 total students in 
the English Language 
Learner Program 
among 12 languages
○ 77 students last 

year

Absecon School District



TESTING AND EXITING 
INFORMATION

Multiple criteria for exiting 
program:
●Students are required to 

score a Tier C 4.5 on the 
ACCESS for ELLs test

●Fountas and Pinnell 
reading level 

●Teacher observation 
form

Four components of the 
ACCESS for ELLs test:
●Listening
●Speaking
●Reading
●Writing



5 of 76 students will be exited from the 
ELL program for September 2023:

7% of students
(consistent with 2022)



SCHOOL FREQUENCY REPORT 
Kindergarten

Listening Speaking Reading Writing Overall Score

1 - Entering 67% 67% 100% 100% 100%

2- Emerging 33% 33% 33% 0% 0%

3- Developing 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

4- Expanding 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

5-Bridging 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

6- Reaching 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%



SCHOOL FREQUENCY REPORT 
First Grade

Listening Speaking Reading Writing Overall Score

1 - Entering 0% 14% 43% 29% 43%

2- Emerging 14% 71% 29% 57% 43%

3- Developing 43% 14% 29% 14% 14%

4- Expanding 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

5-Bridging 14% 0% 0% 0% 0%

6- Reaching 29% 0% 0% 0% 0%



SCHOOL FREQUENCY REPORT 
Second Grade

Listening Speaking Reading Writing Overall Score

1 - Entering 8% 8% 8% 8% 0%

2- Emerging 0% 38% 23 8% 0%

3- Developing 31% 31% 31% 69% 62%

4- Expanding 15% 8% 15% 0% 8%

5-Bridging 8% 0% 8% 0% 8%

6- Reaching 23% 0% 8% 0% 0%



SCHOOL FREQUENCY REPORT 
Third Grade

Listening Speaking Reading Writing Overall Score

1 - Entering 25% 25% 17% 0% 8%

2- Emerging 0% 25% 17% 33% 33%

3- Developing 25% 42% 25% 58% 42%

4- Expanding 17% 8% 17% 8% 17%

5-Bridging 8% 0% 17% 0% 0%

6- Reaching 25% 0% 8% 0% 0%



SCHOOL FREQUENCY REPORT 
Fourth Grade

Listening Speaking Reading Writing Overall Score

1 - Entering 0% 0% 10% 20% 20%

2- Emerging 10% 40% 50% 0% 0%

3- Developing 10% 40% 0% 70% 40%

4- Expanding 10% 20% 10% 10% 40%

5-Bridging 0% 0% 30% 0% 0%

6- Reaching 70% 0% 0% 0% 0%



Listening Speaking Reading Writing Overall Score

1 - Entering 0% 33% 25% 0% 0%

2- Emerging 8% 42% 50% 8% 33%

3- Developing 17% 25% 8% 67% 42%

4- Expanding 8% 0% 8% 17% 25%

5-Bridging 17% 0% 8% 0% 0%

6- Reaching 50% 0% 0% 8% 0%

SCHOOL FREQUENCY REPORT 
Fifth Grade



SCHOOL FREQUENCY REPORT 
Sixth Grade

Listening Speaking Reading Writing Overall Score

1 - Entering 0% 11% 67% 0% 0%

2- Emerging 0% 67% 11% 56% 67%

3- Developing 44% 22% 22% 44% 33%

4- Expanding 11% 0% 0% 0% 0%

5-Bridging 33% 0% 0% 0% 0%

6- Reaching 11% 0% 0% 0% 0%



SCHOOL FREQUENCY REPORT 
Seventh Grade

Listening Speaking Reading Writing Overall Score

1 - Entering 0% 40% 60% 60% 40%

2- Emerging 40% 40% 40% 40% 40%

3- Developing 40% 20% 0% 0% 20%

4- Expanding 20% 0% 0% 0% 0%

5-Bridging 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

6- Reaching 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%



SCHOOL FREQUENCY REPORT 
Eighth Grade

Listening Speaking Reading Writing Overall Score

1 - Entering 0% 50% 33% 0% 0%

2- Emerging 17% 33% 50% 0% 67%

3- Developing 0% 17% 0% 100% 17%

4- Expanding 17% 0% 0% 0% 17%

5-Bridging 33% 0% 0% 0% 0%

6- Reaching 33% 0% 17% 0% 0%



NOTIFICATION TO PARENTS

Exiting Information:
● Parent letter was sent to 

parents in September 
2023 notifying them of 
students scores and 
exiting status. 

Continuation of Services:
● Parent letter was sent in 

September 2023 to 
notify parents of 
students continuation of 
ELL services.



New Jersey Student 
Learning Assessment 2023

● English Language Arts
● Mathematics
● Science 



NJSLA Demographic Analysis: 
ELA Proficiency (%)

Grade Hispanic Asian
Black or African 

American White
Two or More 

Races
Economically 

Disadvantaged

Students 
with 

Disabilities

English 
Language 
Learner

3 32 80 43 46 33 29 8 27
4 40 100 23 52 50 35 12 44
5 24 54 50 52 27 36 7 10
6 31 83 58 55 25 35 12 0
7 55 83 36 61 0 37 7 25
8 44 100 20 53 100 41 9 20



NJSLA Demographic Analysis:
Math Proficiency (%)

Grade Hispanic Asian

Black or 
African 

American White
Two or More 

Races
Economically 

Disadvantaged
Students with 

Disabilities

English 
Language 
Learner

3 32 60 36 43 33 26 15 9
4 30 100 8 41 50 24 18 22
5 7 36 42 36 29 16 0 18
6 7 50 33 40 25 24 6 0
7 30 57 13 49 20 24 7 0
8 35 100 0 13 100 22 8 20

Alg I 100 100 100 100 100 100 NA 100



NJSLA Demographic Analysis:
Science Proficiency (%)

Grade Hispanic Asian

Black or 
African 

American White
Two or More 

Races
Economically 

Disadvantaged

Students 
with 

Disabilities

English 
Language 
Learner

5 7 29 33 27 17 13 0 0
8 13 0 7 20 67 11 0 0







ELA Proficiency (%): 
Closing the Gap Between Absecon and New Jersey

Grade 2022 2023

3rd -14 +2

4th -19 -6

5th -13 -10

6th +1 0

7th -11 -1

8th -13 -7









Math Proficiency (%): Absecon vs. New 
Jersey

Grade 2022 2023

3rd -5 -6

4th -14 -9

5th -11 -11

6th -4 -5

7th -1 +5

8th +4 +3

Algebra +34 +65





Science Proficiency (%): 
Absecon vs. New Jersey

Grade 2022 2023

5th -14 -5

8th +4 -2



Strategies for Improvement

Professional 
development 

workshops and 
coaching focus on 

effective use of student 
performance data to 

plan instruction

Additional forms of PD 
including book clubs, 
workshop series, and 

intensive coaching

Designated 
administrator for 

curriculum, instruction, 
& assessments

PLCs embedded in 
common data points 

to identify areas of 
strengths and 
weaknesses in 

instruction, curriculum, 
and resources

Expanded intervention 
from Spring only, 
to Fall and Spring 

sessions, each running 
3 days per week

Collection of 
additional data through 

supplemental 
benchmark assessment 
in ELA that correlates to 

NJSLA assessment 
proficiency



Thank you



District Update

● NJSBA Workshop 2023 presentation on 
Therapy Animals in Schools
○ Atlantic City Convention Center Monday, Oct. 23
○ With Michele Pich, Asst. Director/Dept. Head of 

Shreiber Family Pet Therapy Program, Rowan 
University; adjunct professor

○ Attendance by Atlantic County Executive 
Superintendent of Schools, Atlantic County SBA 
President, Atlantic County ASA President, and 
Dr. Irving, Assistant Commissioner of NJDOE

○ Approximately 100 attendees



NJSBA Workshop 2023



District Update

● Red Ribbon Week Oct. 23-27
○ Theme days all week to promote living 

drug-free

● School Violence Awareness Week  
Oct. 16-20
○ Wear Purple Day on Friday

● Week of Respect Oct. 2-6
○ Food Drive for the Community Food Bank 

of New Jersey



District Update

● Therapy dogs visit AtlantiCare 
for National Emergency 
Nurses Day and Healthcare 
Security and Safety Officer 
Appreciation Day Oct. 12
○ Mainland and City campuses
○ Continued partnership



District Update

● Title I Parent Events
○ Oct. 19 @ Attales

■ Focus on STEM offerings
○ Oct. 25 @ Marsh

■ Modeling Heggerty's 
Phonemic Awareness 
Strategies and Phonics 1st



PTO Update

● Trunk-OR-Treat
○ Rescheduled to Friday, Oct. 27 due to 

rain ($5pp)
○ In collaboration with Absecon Police 

Department’s Haunted Hallways 
(7-8:30 p.m., $3pp)

○ Food trucks begin at 5:15 p.m., 
Trunk-OR-Treat begins 
at 6:30 p.m.



PTO Update

● Book Fair
○ Held during school Oct. 3-11
○ Family Night held in September during Marsh Back to School Night



PTO Update

● Upcoming events
○ PTO meeting Nov. 1 @ 7:30 p.m.
○ Jilly’s Arcade Fundraiser Nov. 17 (No School)
○ Fall City-wide Yard Sale Nov. 18 @ 8 a.m.-4 

p.m. (registration open until Nov. 10)
○ Holiday Shoppe Dec. 1-8



Marsh Update

● Guess the Pumpkin Weight 
Contest
○ Sponsored by the Absecon Cultural 

Arts Alliance
○ Two student winners to receive Pizza 

Parties for their classes Friday, Oct. 27
○ Pumpkin weighed 140lbs
○ Third student won the guessing 

contest at Art in the Park and took the 
pumpkin home!



Marsh Update

● Back to School Night & Family Book Fair Night
○ Session held prior to main event for Spanish speakers

■ Help available for signing into Parent Portal and other important documents



Marsh Update

● Halloween Celebrations and Parade
○ To be held on Tuesday, Oct. 31
○ In-class parties 
○ Parade in Marsh field at 1 p.m.



Attales Update

● High School Open House for 8th Graders
○ Oct. 12 in the Attales Gym
○ Open to all 8th Graders
○ ACIT, Holy Spirit, CharterTech, Atlantic Christian, St. 

Augustine Prep, Atlantic City High School 
representatives



Attales Update

● National Junior Honor 
Society
○ Officers selected in 8th Grade 

Class
○ 7th Grade application process 

underway
○ Induction night scheduled for 

Nov. 29 at 6:00 PM



Attales Update

● Celebrated Hispanic 
Heritage Month
○ Student-led initiative
○ Included reading 

inspirational quotes each 
morning during 
announcements in both 
Spanish and English

○ Bulletin board created by 
students



Attales Update

● Fall Sports underway
○ Field Hockey 4W - 2L - 3T
○ Cross Country 8-2 Boys, 4-6 Girls



Preschool Update

● Fall Festival and Parent Workshop
○ Pod 1 held Oct. 19
○ Pods 2 & 3 Postponed for rain to Oct. 27
○ Hayride, pumpkin patch, crafts and a snack



Facilities Update

● Electrical
○ Exhaust fan in boiler room hooked on to on/off switch
○ Receptacles replaced in 600 hallway
○ Lights ordered for exterior wall outside cafeteria

● HVAC
○ Hooked up condensation pump for 400 hallway
○ Checked boiler was ready for winter at Attales
○ Added refrigerant and belt to Attales rooftop units

■ Services Attales Gym, Nurses Office and Reset Room



STARS Update

● New clubs for students
○ Flag Football (3rd-5th)
○ Green Team in 

collaboration with the 
Absecon Green Team 
(3rd-8th)

○ Pollinator Club (K-2nd)




